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SUBJECT: JOINT LEFT RALLY IN OUTSTATION 

REF: COLOMB 0877 

1 . SUMMARY. POLITICAL RALLY HELD MARCH 18 WITH REPRESENTA- 
TIVES FROM MOST OPPOSITION LEFT GROUPS AND CHAIRED BY 
FORMER CABINET MINISTER T.B. SUBASINGHE WAS NOT ABLE TO DRAW 
LARGE CROWDS, DESPITE WIDESPREAD PUBLICITY. ALLOWANCE MUST 
BE MADE FOR FACT THAT IT WAS HELD IN ISOLATED OUTSTATION 
LOCATION. MAIN ENTHUSIASM APPARENTLY RESERVED FOR ONE 
EX-INSURGENT SPEAKER. RALLY WAS ANOTHER INDICATION THAT 
OPPOSITION LEFT FORCES ARE NEARING AGREEMENT ON JOINT 
FRONT TO CONTEST ELECTIONS AGAINST UNITED NATIONAL PARTY 
(UNP) AND RULING SRI LANKA FREEDOM PARTY (SLFP). END 
SUMMARY. 

2. OPPOSITION RALLY HELD MARCH 18 IN TOWN OF TISSAMAHARAMA. 
160 MILES FORM COLOMBO, INCLUDED REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL 
MAJOR LEFT POLITICAL GROUPS, WITH EXCEPTION OF EX-INSURGENTS' 
JANATA VIMUKTI PERAMUNA. FSL WHO ATTENDED REPORTED THAT 
ATTENDANCE WAS POOR, RANGING FROM 500 AT THE START TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 COLOMB 01015 220405Z 

A PEAK OF ABOUT 1500, DESPITE WIDESPREAD PUBLICITY. 
TISSAMAHARAMA IS SPARCELY-POPULATED AREA, REPRESENTED 
IN NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY BY TENNYSON EDIRISURIYA, 

ONE OF RECENT DEFECTORS FROM SLFP, AND A SPEAKER AT 
THE RALLY. 

3. ON THE SAME PLATFORM WERE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
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NEW PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC PARTY, (PDP) THE LANKA SAMA SAMAJA 
PARTY (LSSP), COMMUNIST PARTY (CP), MAHAIANA VIMUKTI 
PERAMUNA (MVP), AND MAHAJANA EKSATH PERMUNA (MEP), 
CHAIRMAN OF THE MEETING WAS RECENTLY-RESIGNED CABINET 
MEMBER T.B. SUBASINGHE, WHO APPEARS TO BE DE FACTO 
HEAD OF PDP AND POTENTIAL LEADER OF JOINT FRONT. 

LSSP WAS REPRESENTED BOTH BY BASUDEVA NANAYAKKARA, 

STILL SUSPENDED FROM PARTY (REFTEL) AND P.O. 

WIMALANAGA, ON WHOSE UNION NANAYAKKARA WAS ACCUSED 
OF POACHING. GREATEST POPULAR ENTHUSIASM WAS RE- 
SERVED FOR MAHINDA WIJESEKERA WHOSE MVP DRAWS SUPPORT 
FROM EX-INSUGRENTS. TISSAMAHARAMA WAS CENTER OF 
REBEL ACTIVITY DURING 1971 INSURGENCY; INTEREST AMONG 
YOUTH STILL REMAINS HIGH. 

4. SPEAKERS EXPRESSED SATISFACTION AT PROSPECTS FOR 
SOCIALIST UNITED FRONT AS THIRD FORCE TO CONFRONT BOTH 
UNP AND SLFP AT COMING ELECTION. NEVERTHELESS IT WAS 
NOT SUGGESTED THAT THE FRONT HAD ACTUALLY BEEN FORMED. 
JOINT RALLY WAS INDICATION THAT ALL LEFT PARTIES ARE 
COMMITTED TO TRYING TO MAKE A JOINT FRONT WORK. UNP 
WAS THE MAIN TARGET SPEAKERS AT THE RALLY WHO 
GENERALLY WNET EASY ON CRITICISM OF PM.CONCENTRATING 
INSTEAD ON "RIGHT WING OF SLFP". 

5. AT LARGE CP RALLY IN COMMUNIST STRONGHOLD OF MATARA 
FOLLOWING DAY, ADDRESSED ONLY BY CP AND PDP, SUBASINGHE 
WAS INTRODUCED AS LEADER OF PDP, DESIGNATION HE DID 
NOT REFUTE. IT WAS ALSO EXPLICITLY STATED THAT 
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NEGOTIATIONS WERE CURRENTLY GOING ON TO FORM SOCIALIST 
UNITED FRONT. 

REED 
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